Evolution of the Horse

Use the images below to answer the Guiding Question: How and why did horses evolve?

Trait that evolved

Describe the change

Environmental Cause for the Evolution
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Around 10 million

. years ago, horse
species that
maintained a fruit
and leaf diet became
extinct, and about
4-5 million years
later species that

had intermediate

diets (part leafy and

part grassy) also

disappeared. Only

n the grass-eating

A ;\\ equids that eventually

became the modern
day horse (Equus ferus
caballus) survived.
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To better understand how horses’ teeth evolved over time due
to diet and climate change, researchers ranked the sharpness of ~cement
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